20th Covaress, [Doc. No. 262.] Ho, or Rers,
1st Session. Ezxeculive.
W-_I—-l-‘il POSPO———

AYRICANS AT KEY WEST.

fESAGE

TROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

RELATIVE TO THE DISPOSITION OF
THE AFRICANS LANDED AT XEY WHST

FROM 4 -

STRANDED SPANISH VESSEL.

Aprir 30, 1828.

Read, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary,

WASKHINGTON

PRINTED BY GALES & EFATON

1848.






{Doc. No. 262, ]

To the Senate and Rouse of Represeniatives of the United States:

WasnixgToN, S0tk April, 1828.

In the moenth of December last, one hundred and twenty-one Afri-
can negroes were landed at Key West from a Spanish slave-trading
vessel, stranded within the jurisdiction of the United States, while
pursued by an armed schooner in his Britannic Majesty’s service.
The Collector of the Customs at Key West took possession of these
persons, who were afterwards delivered over to the Marshal of the
Territory of East Florida, by whom they were conveyed to St. Au-
gustine, where they still renaain.

Believing that the circumstances under which they have been cast
upon the compassion of the country, are not embraced by the provi-
sions of the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, or of the other acts
prohibiting the Slave Trade, I submit, to the consideration of Con-
gress, the expediency of a supplementary act, directing and authoriz-
ing such measures as may be necessary for removing them from
the territory of the United States, and for fulfilling towards them
the obligations of humanity. ‘ .
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS,
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Papers relating to the introduction of slaves into the port of St, Augus.
line.

CustoM Hovse, Sz AveUsTINE,
15th March, 1828,

Sin : I have the honor to inform you that the schooner General
Geddes, of Charleston, burden 77;% tons, owned and commanded by
John Morrison, having on board one hundred and seventeen negroes,
arrived at this port on the 11th instant ; and, on the 12th, the Cap-
tain presented at this office the following documents, viz:

The register of said vessel, granted at Key West, on the 17th July,
1827, and a manifest of the cargo of said vesscl, consisting of one
lundred and fourleen Africans, (as thus described.) not signed by the
master, nor dated, but with au oath endorsed thereon, signed by the
master, and sworn to before the Collector, dated the 7th March,
1828, that the duties upon the goods, wares, and merchandize, of foreign
manyfacture, as therein specified, had been paid, or secured to be
paid, according to law ; and a_permit was also endorsed on the ma-
nifest, for the vessel to proceed ¢~ this port ; a copy of which mani-
fest I have the honor to forwarc . you, herein enclosed, marked A.

On the afternoon of the same day, Captain Morrison produced to
me an affidavit, a copy of which I have also the honor to enclose,
marked B, stating that the slaves brought to this port in his vessel
had been taken from the wreck of a Spanish siave brig, found on the
Florida reef. Waters Smith, Esq. Marshal for this District, also
made an affidavit before me. that the negroes were brought to this
place for safe keeping. I annex a copy of his afidavit, marked C.

No evidence is adduced before me, other than the oath of the Cap.
tain, that these slaves were taken from a wreck ; nor is there any
thing further shewn me, that gocs to prove that these negroes were
not intended to have been introduced into this Territory, as I humbly
conceive that such would be the presumption, on finding them in a
vessel hovering on and ashore on our coast.

A represeniation having been made to me that these negroes were
in an unhealthy state, arising from their confinement ou board the
vessel, I granted a permit that they might be removed ; but I have
not, ag yet. admitted the vessel to an entry.

On the arrival of this vessel, [ addressed a letter (not officially) to
the District Attorney of the United States, informing him that these
negroes had been brought into the Territory, and requested him to
adopt the legal measures pointed out in the act of Cungress of 3d
March, 1819, entitled « An act in addition to the acts prohibiting
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the slave trade,” under which I claim the bounty therein authorized
to an informer. I have the honor to enclose a copy of that letier,
marked D. ‘

I have deemed it my duty to make this statement to your Depart-
ment, in the absence of Mr. Rodman, the Collector, whose duties ¥
perform. in order that such instructions may be forwarded me as
the state of the case may require. .

I have been informed that the Collector of Koy West seived these
vegroes on their arrival at that place, but under what particular law
he acted, I am not, at present, informed.

I have the honor to be,
Vith great respect,
Your obedient servant,
THOS. F. CORNELL,
Deputy Collector of the Customs for the District of 8t. Augustine,

"The Hon. Ricuarp Resna,
Secretary of the Treasury.



MANIFEST of the whale Casgo on board the Schoonier General Geddes, Johr Morrison master, burthen seventy-seven

(A.)

tons, bound from Key Iest for St. Augustine.

Xarks & Number.] Number of Entries. | Packages & Contents. Shippers. Residence. Consignees, Residence.
One hundred and | Waters Smith. [St. Augustine{ Waters Smith. } St. Augustine.
fourteen Africans. :
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¥, John Morrison, do swear the within is a true manifest of i
whole cargo of said schooner General Geddes ; and that such guods,
wares, and merchandise of a foreign manufacture, as therein speci.
fied, were legally imported ; and the duties thercupon have been duly
paid, or secured to be paid, according te law. i

JOHN MORRISON.

Sworn to before me, this 7th March, 1828.
W. PINENEY, Collector.

Custom Hovse, Key West, March 7, 1828.

I certify that the above oath was taken and subscribed before me,
and duplicates delivered, according to law.
W. PINKNEY, Collector.

DistricT or KEY WEST,
Port of Key West, Tth March, 1828,

John Morrisen having sworn, as the law directs, to the within
manifest, consisting of one hundred and fourteen Africans, and de-
livered a duplicate thereof, pcrmission is hereby granted to the
said schooner, to proceed to St. Augustine, Territory of Florida.

Given under my hand andseal, at the Custoit House, Key Wast, the

day and year above written.
W. PINKNEY, Colleclor.
(B

John Morrison, being duly sworn, doth depose and say, that the
Africans now on board his schooner, General Geddes, were, on the
20th December last, taken from the Spanish slave brig Guerrero,
wrecked on the Florida reef, and on the 23d day of the 'same month,
were delivered into the custody of F. A. Brown, Esq. Deputy Mar-
shal at Key West. JOHN MORRISON.

Sworn to before me, this 11th March, 1828.
THOS. F. CORNELL, Deputy Collector-

(C)

Waters Smith, Marshal for the Eastern District of Florida, being
duly sworn, doth depose and say, that the Africans now on board
the schooner General Geddes, John Morrison master, were put on
board at Key West, by this deponent, for the purpose of being con-
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veyed from Key West to this place for safe keeping, and are the
same that were placed in custody of deponent’s deputy, F. A. Brown,
Esq. on the 23d of December last.

WATERS SMITH.

Sworn to before me, tbis 11th March, 1828.
THOMAS F. CORNELL, Deputy Collector.

(D.)
S. AUGUST!NE,"March 11, 1828.

Sir : I take the liberty to inform you that a number of negroes,
or persons of color, amounting to about one hundred and twenty, have
been imported into the Territory of Florida, contrary to the provi-
siong of the acts of Congress in such case made and provided ; and [
beg you to adopt such legal measures as are required of you, officially,
in the same. 'The negroes, or persons of color, are now on beard
the schooner General Geddes, John Morrison master, and in his
pussession, lying at anchor in this harbor.

I have only to add that the information which I now give you, is
not officially, as Deputy Collector of the Customs, nor have 1 seized
the negroes.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully.
Your obedient servant,
THOS. ¥. CORNELL.
TuoMas Doverass, Esquire,
United States District Attorney for East Florida.

Marsnar’s Orrice, EAsTERN DisTricT oF FroriDpa,
St, Jdugustine, April 2. 1828.

Sir : I had the honor of addressing you, on the —— of February
last, on the subject of 121 African negroes, then in my custody at
Key West. I have since removed them to this place for greater
safety. While they were at Key West, attempts were made to take
them from the possession of my deputy, by force, and by bribery ; and,
the night before [ removed them from the island, an attempt was
made to carry off a part of them. Captain Doane. of the revenue
cutter Marion, assisted me. with ane of his officers and part of his
crew, to protect the Africans; and, on a requisition from Colonel
Pinkney and myself, convoyed the vessel in which I transported the
negroes, from Key West, to this place. I deemed it absolutely neces-

a

A.ﬁ
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sary to remove the negroes from Key West: they were not safe-there;
but the removal was attended with considerable expense: they were
placed in my custody perfectly naked, many of them sick and ex-
tremely weak and feeble : it was necessary to clothe them, and hu-
manity required that medical aid should be furnished the sick. 1
have used the greatest economy in the disbursements ; and for their
removal, clothing, medical attendance, and rations, have paid up-
wards of three thousand dollars. I am not in a situation to lay out
of 8o large a sum without serious inconvenience ; and. as it is almost
impossible to raise money in Florida, I hope you will take this case
into consideration, and advance to me four thousand dollars. Should
this case come within the acts of Congress which place the Africans
at the disposal of the President, I presume there will be no objection
to the advance ; and, should it not be a case of that description, and
the sum solicited can be advanced, it shall be accounted for in my
future accounts with the T'reasury.

I have given bonds to the United States for 20.000 dollars, and for
10,000 dollars, with ample security, conditioned for the faithful dis-
charge of the duties of my office, and truly to account for ail money -
that may be received byme. 'The Government wil! therefore hazard
nothing by making the advance, and it will be a very great accom-
modation to me. :

Should any instructions from your Departmeunt, or that of the
Navy, be deemed necessary, I shail be pleased to receive them.

With great respect. I remain
" Your obedient servant,
WATERS SMITH, Marshal.
Honorable Ricuarp Rosx, '
Secretary of the Treasuru.



